


In 2002, the State passed

the Renewables Portfolio

Standard (RPS). Originally,

the RPS required that
T electric service providers
ENTERING

[NYO COBNTY CA

procure 20-percent of
electricity from renewable
. energy resources by 2017.
@ In 2006 the RPS was

W accelerated to meet the

= 20-percent goal by 2010,
& and in 2011 it was

¥ expanded to require 33-

¥ percent by 2020.

This put a lot of pressure
. on the communities in the
. Cdlifornia desert.
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Inyo County's REGPA - A Five-Year Odyssey

In 2010 the County adopted Title-21 the Renewable Energy
Ordinance and began work on a General Plan Amendment

In 2011, the County Board of Supervisors adopted the
REGPA and then subsequently rescinded’it due to CEQA
litigation brought forth by environmental groups

Due to the County's involvement in the Desert Renewable
Energy Conservation Plan and a Memorandum of .
«ynders’randmg (MOU) entered infowith California Energy
Commission the County.was able To apply for-aq ReneWable
| Energy Plannmg grant.. » w2
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The CounTy Was awarded the gr'an’r ind uly 2013 ~~and
-~ A REGPA was adopTed on Mar'ch 26,2015 .
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On February 26 2014, after numerous public |
and stakeholder meetings, a Background
Report, and an Opportunities and

Constraints Technical Study, staff brought
Draft REGPA policies and Draft Renewable
Energy Development Areas (REDAs) to the

Planning Commission

Much of the policy from 2011 was brought
forward in the first Draft

The REDAS included areas for both wind and
solar energy development and also included
caps on allowed megawatts per REDA.

Staff provided three alternatives for the
REDAs: Intense, Preferred and Less Intense
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The Public Hated Itl!

There was a huge turnout from the
public who expressed concerns and a
general dislike of the DRAFTS, staff
also received many comment letters
along the same vein, most of these
concerns were related to:

* Utility Scale development
* Wind energy and its effect on birds
* The Owens Valley
* The effects of development on visual
resources

The Planning Commission recommended that the DRAFT
REGPA as presented by staff be taken to the Board of
Supervisors for input. With a suggestion to go with the ‘Less
Intense’ alternative and to take out one of the REDAs
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May 6, 2014 The Boar'd of Superwsors held an
additional meeting to approve the modifications

staff made based on the direction received from
the Board during the April 1, 2014 meeting. Also
well attended and the Board took public comment




Based on public input the Board directed staff to update the
project to include:

Use the Less Intense Alternative and Megawatt Caps

* The Owens Valley was taken out and
made the Owens Valley Study Area

* A 250-megawatt cap was imposed on
the Western Region of the County
based on current available transmission

* Megawatt caps would be accompanied
by corresponding acreage caps

* No wind energy development

* The REDAs were renamed Solar Energy
Development Areas (SEDASs), since the
REGPA only considers solar




Project Description

B 1vay 6 2014 Approved SEDA

B preferred REDA first draft
Owens Valley Study Area







SuSTainable™We
specuflc areas '

7/ %



B preferred REDA first draft

B 1vay 6 2014 Approved SEDA
Project Description

"1 Final Approved SEDA March 24, 2015
Owens Valley Study Area
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3 - Scopmg m\eefhngs qnd 2 - scofmr'\'g' sessnons 4
3 - Draft PEIR public commem‘ meehngs ’

1 - Planmng Commnssnon Draft PEIR public
comment meetings

1 - Inyo Coun’ry NaTurd""Resources Advusor'y
~Committee N e B i

5 - Tribal Co_nsql‘ra'rions
1" - FinaliPlanning. Commission Meeting
1 - Final Board of Supervisors'Meeting
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~change- _;We all approac  this
ork with good intentions in mind
iéed several versions before .

will-accept-it-
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Where we are now
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