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Sunrise, Mono Lake, Mono Basin, May 23, 2002, from the International Space Station. 
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Clean Air Act violations





     Water Diversion Impacts
Mono Basin Streams

• Lost 19 miles of fisheries, streams, streamside 
forests, and broad bottomlands habitats

• Lost premier Sierra trout fishery 





“The public trust … is an affirmation of the duty of the state to protect the 
people’s common heritage of streams, lakes, marshlands and tidelands….” 

– The Mono Lake Decision, Supreme Court of California, 1983

“By the law of nature these things are common to mankind –the air, 
running water, the sea and consequently the shores of the sea”
– Institutes of Justinian, Roman times



“The owner of any dam shall allow sufficient water at all 
times to pass over, around, or through the dam, to keep 
in good condition any fish that may be planted or exist 
below the dam.” 

—California Fish and Game Code § 5937





















Adaptive Management



State Water Board restoration goals 
for Mono Lake tributaries: 

Rush, Lee Vining, Walker & Parker creeks

1. Restore functional and self-sustaining 
stream systems with healthy riparian 
ecosystem components.

2. Restore self-sustaining trout populations 
with fish in good condition.





Eastern Sierra Watershed Project











The Synthesis Report 

evaluates whether the 

current flow regime is 

achieving the State 

Water Board goals of: 

“functional and self-

sustaining stream 

systems with healthy 

riparian ecosystem 

components” 

“trout in good 

condition.”







“The general plan of operation will be to divert the entire flow of 
the various streams … throughout the entire year”

DWP Chief Engineer H. A. Van Norman, 1936
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Spring 2015
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