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Table 1
Consumptive (Irrigation) Water Rights Summary for San Joaquin River Basin 

Flows and 
Consumptive Water Rights 

Thousands of Acre-Feet 

Stanislaus 

River 

Tuolumne 

River 

Merced 

River 

San 

Joaquin 

Basin 

Total 

Average Annual Unimpaired Flow 957 1,851 956 1,728 6,181 

Total Consumptive Water Right 

Claims 

5,318 11,015 5,495 10,828 32,656 

Ratio of Total Claims to Unimpaired 

Flow 

5.56 5.95 5.75 6.27 5.28 

Total Riparian & Pre-1914 Claims 1,401 8,185 4,525 2,014 16,125 

Ratio of  Riparian & Pre-1914 Claims 

to Unimpaired Flow 

1.46 4.42 4.73 1.17 2.61 

Total Post-1914 Claims 3,917 2,831 970 8,814 16,532 

Ratio of Post-1914 Claims to 

Unimpaired Flow 

4.09 1.53 1.01 5.10 2.67 

Sources: State Water Resources Control Board (e-WRIMS); Public Record Act responses from various public 

water and irrigation districts; California Water Impact Network. Sum of major tributaries’ unimpaired flow does 

not equal Valley total due to omission of other watersheds from the table. 

 

Table 2
Consumptive (Irrigation) Water Rights Summary for Trinity and Sacramento River Basins 

Flows and
Consumptive Water Rights 

Thousands of Acre-Feet 

Trinity 

River 

Feather 

River 

Yuba 

River 

American 

River 

Sacramento 

Valley Total 

Average Annual Unimpaired Flow 1,283 4,370 2,287 2,621 21,619 

Total Consumptive Water Right Claims 8,725 15,717 5,093 9,847 120,571 

Ratio of Total Claims to Unimpaired Flow 6.80 3.60 2.23 3.76 5.58 

Total Riparian & Pre-1914 Claims 134 3,855 92 286 47,883 

Ratio of Riparian & Pre-1914 Claims to 

Unimpaired Flow 

0.10 0.88 0.04 0.11 2.21 

Total Post-1914 Claims 8,591 11,863 3,596 9,561 72,688 

Ratio of Post-1914 Claims to Unimpaired 

Flow 

6.70 2.71 1.57 3.65 3.36 

Sources: California Department of Water Resources, 2007; State Water Resources Control Board (e-WRIMS); 

Public Record Act responses from various public water and irrigation districts; California Water Impact Network. 

Sum of major tributaries’ unimpaired flow does not equal Valley total due to omission of other watersheds from 

the table. Trinity River is included because a large portion of its runoff is exported to the Sacramento River via 

federal Central Valley Project facilities.  


